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Our Missiarn

The Housing Authority of the City of Austin is
a public agency whose business is to:

= ensure that safe, quality affordable
housing opportunities exist for families
of low income

= break the poverty cycle by serving as a
catalyst for our residents to become
economically self-sufficient

= create meaningful partnerships to
maximize available community resources
for our residents

= efficiently and effectively meet federal,
state and local mandates

HACA will pursue entrepreneurial opportunities
to address emerging trends and respond to the
challenges of the future.

Creating and sustaining healthy communities that promote individual
ibility, economic growth, human dignity and hope for the future
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“l have a good job
and nice home, now my
focus is on school to
advance my career.”

izzy Simmons’ success story
Kstarted many years ago with her

determination and willingness
to succeed. The right
attitude partnered
with planning for the
future equals progres-
sion. Simmons and her
family recently moved
into their home in
Manor. It was not easy,
but she did it. “I could-

different story of their road to becoming
a homeowner.

The one thing that sets many people
apart is their positive attitude to never
give up. Simmons wanted to buy a
home since she was 21 years old and her
new home was a 30th birthday present
to herself. She says one of the obstacles
she faced was finding permanent
employment. She now works for The
Dept. of Health and
Human Services work-
ing to help other families
receive basic needs assis-
tance. She understands
their plight in the strug-
gle to live, saying, “I've
been on their side, I can

n't even believe I'd got- [Kizzy Simmons and her family in front of Wnt? the book.
ten approved for the their home in Manor, TX. Simmons chose her

house! I was on eggshells.”

In obtaining a home, there are five
basic steps; find a realtor, locate a home,
get approval for a loan, bid on the home,
then close on the purchase of the home.
Now, those five steps are a rough out-
line of the many things buyers
encounter and every person will have a

3-bedroom, 2-bathroom
home because the location was close to
her family in Elgin, TX. She is most
excited to announce with a smile,
“Welcome to my home.”

She encourages others to pray
hard and stay determined because it
will happen. “If you get frustrated,
remember to set your eyes on the goal.”

www.hacanet.org

Celebrate
Father’s
Day
Sunday,
June 15th.

Juneteenth
Celebratiens

Contact Homeownership Coordinator, Julie Loredo, at 512-477-4488
ext. 2190 or email juliel@hacanet.org. For more details logon to
http://lwww.hacanet.org/servicessThomeownership_programs.php
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Are you DTV Ready?

You turn on your television and find a blank
screen. That is what could happen on February
17, 2009, to people who depend on analog
broadcasting—TV’s using outside antennas or
“rabbit ears” or those lacking a cable or satellite

FREE TV Convertor box coupons are available
now upon request. Remember you only need
the coupon if your TV uses antennas or “rabbit
ears” to get the picture on the screen.

The coupons are administered by the federal

government, the program will provide coupons
worth $40 each toward the purchase of up to

*Coupons expire 90 days after they are issued
and, once expired, cannot be replaced.*

How to get a FREE convertor box voucher:

Call -888-DTV-2009 o DTV200% gov
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TX NAHRO Scholarship Recipients

Three students were awarded $1,000
scholarships at the Fort Worth TX NAHRO
Conference. These dedicated students have
not only excelled academically, they also|
participate in many extra-curricular activities
and in HACA student programs.

From L-R: D'via Martin, Mariama Konneh, Kabba Kamara

JUNETEENTHT

Juneteenth (June 19th) is celebrated to commemorate the freedom
of slaves in Texas who were not told of their freedom until two and
a half years after President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation -
which had become official January 1, 1863.

Please watch for flyers on property or contact your

FSS Specialist for details of Juneteenth activities.

WATC

HACA
Communities
Partner with
Austin
Police
Department

“Georgian Manor, Northgate Apartments,
and Community 4 will have their first
ARROW meetings in the month of June, and
the existing watch groups will continue to
meet on a monthly basis.”

The AROW program (Apartment Residents on
Watch) is in full swing in Community 3. In May,
Northloop hosted its second safety watch meet-
ing. The featured guest, a property manager
from the neighboring property, came to discuss
trespassing initiatives. In addition, Coronado
Hills and Thurmond Heights had their first
meetings in May. Five officers from the Austin
Police Department visited the Coronado Hills
meeting (including the NE Area Commander
and District Representative), along with a rep-
resentative from the Coronado Hills
Neighborhood Association. The APD District
Representative for Thurmond Heights visited
their meeting and provided the group with a
personal security video tape as a gift. Georgian
Manor,  Northgate  Apartments,  and
Community 4 will have their first AROW meet-

ings in the month of June. The existing watch
groups will continue to meet on a monthly
basis. Thus far, the attendance at the meetings
has been great (averaging 20-30 people) and
HACA is optimistic that more residents will
want to get involved in this great new program!

-Contributed by Alejandro Dominguez
Community 111 Director
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enise Collins is a
Dproud new home-
owner!
She and her son Calvin, 10,
will move into their new
home in Manor, TX. She is
currently working and
attending  school  to
become a registered nurse.
Collins lived in assisted
housing for six years
before moving into her 3-
bedroom, 2-bathroom,
2-car garage home. Collins
says the main obstacle she
faced was a misunder-
standing with her first
Krealtor and lender. She

advises everyone to be
careful in choosing their
lender or realtor, saying,
“Don’t settle;
doubt always get a second
opinion.”

All in all, Collins says her
home is just what she
wanted because it is locat-
ed in a nice neighborhood.
Her motivation comes from
her child and her parents
who are very supportive.
The most exciting aspect of
her home is knowing that
it is her own and she can
do whatever she wants!

when in

Capital Metro:
Increased Fares Probable

A recent article in the Austin American
Statesman cites city transit rates may
double in fares. Capital Metro hopes to
begin charging 75 cents a ride in 2009
and raise that to $1.00 in 2011. The cur-|
rent fare is 50 cents. Only people with
severe disabilities would still receive
free rides. The fare increase is still sub-
ject for approval.

The Planning and Development team is dedicated to
making the Housing Authority of the City of Austin a
place residents are proud to call home. The following
are improvements that are either currently under way
or are scheduled for the near future:

rrent Proj
EWater Heater Repl Gaston-Repl of

300g system with “tankless” WH system, to reduce energy
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| Venetia Frazier, HACA Idol Winner! |

costs. Compl Now pl for descale of existing
lines to improve temperature balance on water loop.
EPlayground Improvements—Upgrades to Santa Rita,
and Bouldin, in bined package. Sub ly com-
plete. Basketball courts at Santa Rita still need court paint-
ing, but delayed by rain chances. Completion expected in
1-2 weeks, pending weather.

Upcoming Projects:

M Siding Repl and Painti Manch
Village—Removal of existing siding and replacement with
cementious siding prior to full paint.

HC ity Center Impr Santa Rita—
Renovation of existing spaces to improve services and
appeal of these resident oriented facilities.

HEInterior Renovations—Rio Lado& BTW-Beginning
stages of design for renovations to kitchens and baths of
cach site.
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